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What is a “Solidarity Pilgrimage”? Take 8 strangers and go to a place they have never 
been. Expose them to lifestyles and challenges they have never seen and ask God to open 
their eyes and hearts to the world around them.  Without much effort they will share and 
form a bond that will have a profound impact on their view of faith, the family of God 
and our responsibility for His awesome creation. This is the adventure Mike Laskey 
invited us to enter into.  
 
We began our journey at Nazareth Farm. At first sight it looked like a hippie style 
commune! Greeted with hugs and a warm welcome we quickly learned that this was 
wonderful group of young people who had decided to seek and honor God in His creation 
while serving and loving those around them. Simplicity and service was the mantra of the 
group.  
 
It was so inspiring for me to be at the Social Ministries Conference in West Virginia. 
To be in a room filled with people so excited to be serving God by caring for those most 
in need in their own communities and abroad was an amazing. Sr. Marilyn Nickol spoke 
of serving the elderly. So often forgotten about and misunderstood. Mike’s presentation, 
challenged us with thought provoking visuals and discussion to see people as Jesus would 
and we should. They definitely invoked a sense of compassion and responsibility.  The 
talk from Steve, a former prisoner, about the need of those trying to start a new life after 
serving time in jail really impacted me. People are released from jail with absolutely 
nothing. How can we help? There was a CRS volunteer talking about Fair Trade and how 
they serve those impoverished in other countries by offering a hand up not just a hand 
out. How can we help them?  All kinds of opportunities to serve God’s people were 
represented. 
 
Also inspiring were the number of young people involved. Many of the leaders 
representing the WV Catholic Charities were young and full of ideas and inspiration. 
They were younger people with a strong desire to serve rather than be served. How 
awesome it was to watch how the younger adults of our group were affected by all they 
saw. They have huge hearts for God and His world. 
 
However, the most surprising sight for me was that of Kayford Mountain. Our guide, 
Elise, shared the passionate story of Larry Gibson, “Keeper of the Mountain,” that caused 
her to become a staunch advocate for her beloved West Virginia. The destruction of 
mountain top removal mining affects just about every part of the population by ripple 
affect. The vegetation has been destroyed-resulting in catastrophic flooding in the valley 
villages below. Businesses close, people can’t find employment, poverty takes over and 
most disturbing to me as a mother is the fact that families must consider whether it is safe 
enough to bear children considering the toxic water supply.  Again I asked how we can 
help. 



 
The needs of this world can seem overwhelming. We can’t possibly fix everything. We 
might be inclined to think there is nothing one person could possibly do. It became very 
clear to me that God does expect each and every one of us to do something. Whether it is 
taking on the big industries that are destroying God’s creation (man and planet), being 
kind to the elderly person at the grocery store or feeding a hungry child we all have a the 
ability and responsibility to be His representatives and caretakers of this great earth and 
its’ inhabitants. What a blessing to be able to experience a little bit of the world outside of 
my comfort zone. My prayer and desire is to do more and to love more.   
 
 
 
 


