
 

Sunday, March 6, Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) 
 

Reading 1: Joshua 5: 9A, 10-12 

• Key quote: “No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the 

yield of the land of Canaan. “ 

• The Israelites wandered the desert for 40 years before arriving in the Promised 

Land. During this trying time, the Lord provided manna from heaven —  food that 

gave the travelers physical and spiritual sustenance.  

• In their new home, however, they are able to se4le and keep and till the land: the 

ability to eat food they have produced is a reason for joy! 

• God calls us to similar responsibility today: we are meant to use the bounty of the 

Earth to make sure all are fed. That is what the faithFULL Food Drive is all about. 
 

Reading 2: 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21 

• Key quote: So we are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through 

us.” 

• As disciples, we are called to represent Christ to the world. What a privilege and 

opportunity! 

• One key way to serve as “ambassadors for Christ” is to live out the corporal and 

spiritual works of mercy, which were at the heart of Jesus’ own ministry. When we 

feed the hungry through the faithFULL Food Drive, we are making Christ’s priori-

ties our priorities.   
 

Gospel: Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 

• Key quote: “Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, 

and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.” 

• The parable of the Prodigal Son is one of the foundational Scripture passages for 

this Jubilee of Mercy.  

• The climax of the story features an enormous feast, which prefigures the heavenly 

banquet. If heaven is an enormous meal to which all are invited, we should do our 

best to make sure all have access to the food they need to live well in this world — 

“on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 

Jubilee of Mercy Connection 

Two great Pope Francis quotes you might want to incorporate: 

• “In a world where there is so much wealth, so many resources to feed everyone, it 

is unfathomable that there are so many poor persons. Poverty today is a cry.”  

• “A li4le bit of mercy makes the world less cold and more just.”   

faithFULL Food Drive 2016 

Tips for Preachers 



 

faithFULL Food Drive 2016: Sample Announcements  
 

If possible, please publish list of acceptable food items in the bulletin. 

This list can be found on the posters in this packet, or at camdendiocese.org/faithfull 

 

Bulletin/Pulpit Announcement for February 7, 14, 21: 

As part of the Jubilee of Mercy, Pope Francis has called upon all of us to practice the 

corporal and spiritual works of mercy. The first corporal work of mercy is to Feed the 

Hungry. At this time of the year, many food pantries find themselves with empty 

shelves while the requests for food are still great.  
 

In response, the Diocese of Camden is organizing its third annual faithFULL Food 

Drive. On Sunday, March 6, every parish and school in the diocese will be asked to 

bring food donations to area food banks. For more information, contact your faith 

community’s food drive point person, and visit www.camdendiocese.org/faithfull.  
 

Announcement for February 28 

Next week (March 6), we will be participating in the faithFULL Food Drive with par-

ishes and schools across the Diocese of Camden. Please see the bulletin for a list of ac-

ceptable food items, and bring your donations to Mass next week. Thank you for your 

generosity. 
 

Announcement for March 6 

This Sunday is the Diocese of Camden’s faithFULL Food Drive. Thank you for your 

generous support of our sisters and brothers who are hungry here in South 

Jersey. 1 in 6 South Jerseyans, and 1 in 5 children, suffer from food insecurity. Our 

faithFULL response is just one small way we are called to build the Kingdom of God. 

faithFULL Food Drive 2016 

Sample Announcements 



For use in the weeks leading up to the drive, and the day of the drive itself. 
 

Weekend of February 7 

• For people around the world who go hungry in a world that has more than enough 

to feed everyone, we pray… 

• For our community of faith, that we might respond with mercy to the needs of our 

South Jersey sisters and brothers through the diocesan faithFULL food drive, we 

pray… 
 

Weekend of February 14 

• For farmers around the world, especially here in South Jersey, who work to  

 improve their harvests while preserving natural resources, that they may support 

 their families through the fruits of the land, we pray... 

• For our community of faith, that we celebrate the Jubilee of Mercy by doing our 

part to preserve our natural environment and be good stewards of the gifts God 

has given us, we pray… 
 

Weekend of February 21 

• For families in the Diocese of Camden who struggle to provide enough food to 

meet their families’ daily needs, that they may overcome the challenges of hunger 

and poverty, we pray… 

• For our community of faith, may we deepen our relationship with Christ by  

 recognizing His face in the faces of our brothers and sisters in need, we pray… 
 

Weekend of February 28 

• For our elected leaders, that they might work to ensure a fairer distribution of the 

world’s abundant resources, we pray… 

• For the success of next week’s faithFULL diocesan food drive, and that our parish 

might be inspired to give generously, we pray… 
 

Weekend of March 6 

• For those who will benefit from today’s faithFULL Food Drive, that they might 

overcome the challenges of hunger and poverty, we pray… 

• In thanksgiving for the community agencies that support those who are hungry, 

especially the Food Bank of South Jersey, the Community FoodBank of New Jersey, 

the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and Diocese of Camden Catholic Charities, we 

pray... 

faithFULL Food Drive 2016 

Sample Intercessions 


