
Prayers during Faith Festival:                           Faith That Is Witnessed                              
 

1) Opening Prayer 
2) Prayer ritual at intervals during gathering 
3) Closing Prayer 

 
Opening Prayer Setup and Instructions: 
Prepare a focal prayer table with drapes and candles and posters of the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy. 
 
Assemble each of the items addressed under Ritual on the next pages BEFORE HAND. 
 
Before the group prayer begins, assign each part of the prayer ritual to as many students (some 
adults may be used also if this is a family evening) as are necessary.  These students may sit in 
the assembly and come forward, or they may sit in designated seats and the return to their group 
seats after their article is placed on the prayer table. 
 
When the Ritual Prayer is begun and the reader says BREAD, that student immediately comes 
forward to place the article on the prayer table.   Use judgment for pausing after each article but 
the flow should be smooth and not choppy. 
 
For Counsel the Doubtful it is best to have these two students sitting near the prayer table.  
When they are finished, they may return to their seats. 
 
For Comfort the Sorrowful, two students are used and they walk from the back of the room to 
the front and then to their seats while the work of mercy is read. 
 
For Forgive all Injuries, two students also sit in two from seats, perform the action when the 
prayer is read and return to their seats in the assembly. 
 
I’ve had no trouble assigning these tasks right before the prayer since each family or person will 
have a copy of the prayer service and will have a few minutes to become comfortable with what 
is asked of each student.  Even the shyest student will respond positively because there is not 
dialogue for them and not particular scrutiny. 
 
 
 



Opening Prayer 
Leader: Call to prayer: 
 
Let us begin now, in this place with a moment of silence, to reflect, to focus, to be attentive to 
ourselves and to one another and to the presence of Jesus who is here with us.  May the Lord 
come and increase our faith as we witness to His Love and Presence, and grow in knowledge.  
  
All:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Leader:  We are called to proclaim God’s justice, here and now and to strive to change the 
causes of oppression and poverty.  We are able to witness, with the help of grace from the 
sacraments and the movement of the Holy Spirit, the Gospel’s values in a world of excess 
wealth, selfishness, violence and injustice.  We are called especially to promote the dignity of the 
poor and the oppressed.  Our Baptism vividly reminds us to make a radical response to Jesus the 
Christ and be daring in the holy ways we reach out to those in need whether those needs are 
bodily, or of the mind, or of the spirit. 
 
Leader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke (4:16-21) paraphrased: 
 
Jesus says: “God’s Spirit is in you because God has anointed you to carry the Good News to 
those who are afflicted in some way.  God has sent you to declare freedom to prisoners of body 
or spirit; vision to those who are blind to the presence of God in their lives; and liberation to 
those oppressed by violence in all its forms including laws that deny their dignity and freedom as 
the children of God.” 
 
Ritual: 
The needs of the children of God in His created world are best expressed by the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy that reveal the action element of our faith-life:  And, so we bring to our 
prayer table: 
 
--Bread:   to remind us to Feed the Hungry. 
--A Jacket:    to remind us to Clothe the Naked. 
--Water:    to remind us to Give Drink to the Thirsty and to keep all drinking water clean. 
--A Chain:    to remind us to Visit the Imprisoned whether of body, mind or Spirit 
--A Blanket:    to remind us to Shelter the Homeless. 
--A Thermometer:    to remind us to Visit the Sick. 
--A Shovel:    to remind us to Bury the Dead with dignity. 
--a Crucifix:    to remind us to Convert the Sinner. 
--a Book:    to remind us to Instruct the Ignorant of all cultures. 
 
 
--Two people in conversation:    to remind us to Counsel the Doubtful. 
--A hand on a shoulder:    to remind us to Comfort the Sorrowful. 



--A cross:    to remind us to Bear Wrongs Patiently. 
--Two people shaking hands:    to remind us to Forgive All Injuries. 
--a rosary to remind us to Pray for the Living and the Dead. 
 
 
Leader:  As we lift our minds and hearts to Jesus, we are reminded that when we witness the 
faith of Jesus: 
 
Left side:  He may take me places I don’t really want to go. 
 
Right side: He may ask me to care less about stuff and more about people. 
 
Left side: He may ask me to do what is right and not just what is popular. 
 
Right side: He may ask me to reach out to people who no one else really cares about. 
 
Left side: He may ask me to be the first one who refuses to keep on fighting. 
 
Right side: He may ask me to be last so that another can be first. 
 
Left Side: I may learn to see with my heart and not just my eyes. 
 
All:  I will know as holy truth that nothing will ever be the same again. 
 
Leader:  Loving God, You created us as a gift for each other.  Give us eyes and hearts to see all 
people in need and the injustices in our world.  Give us ears to hear the cry of the poor, even if 
they call out silently.  Give us willing arms to reach out and touch others in love and compassion 
so the they may feel Your presence. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 
All:  Amen. 
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Ritual Throughout Evening: 
This ritual may be used if there is sufficient time, or it may be used at a different time. 
 
Have a small bowl of olive oil on each table with a cotton ball per family or teacher. 
 
A parent or teacher anoints the senses at varying times throughout the evening.  This reaffirms 
the body made sacred through Baptism and sent out for mission through the Corporal and 
Spiritual Works of Mercy. 
 
 
 

Head:  Loving God, as the head of your disciple is anointed, may he/she, like Lazarus, be 
awakened to a new awareness of the presence of Jesus in everyone. 
 
Eyes:  Loving God, as these eyes are anointed, may we, like Martha, recognize Jesus’ presence 
in all races, creeds and colors of skin. 
 
Hands:  Loving God, as these hands are anointed, may we be empowered to serve others with 
love like true Baptized disciples. 
 
Feet:  Loving God, as these feet are anointed, may we be renewed in our dedication to follow and 
witness in the path of Christ, surrendering your lives in the loving service of others. 
 
Now Jesus asks:  “Can you comprehend what I have done for you and what you have just done 
in ritual? 
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Closing Prayer:  
 
Leader:  Let us take a deep breath and remember that we are in the presence of Jesus who Loves 
us. 
 
Leader:  There is a Sufi who told a story that teaches us a lesson and it reads like this: 
 
“I was a revolutionary when I was young and all my prayer to God was, “Lord give me the 
courage to change the world”. 
 
As I approached middle age and realized that half my life was gone without my changing a 
single soul, I changed my prayer to: “Lord, give me the grace to change all those who come in 
contact with me.  Just my family and friends, and I shall be content.” 
 
Now that I am old man and my days are numbered my prayer now is “Lord, give me the grace to 
change myself.”  
 If I had prayed for this right from the start, I should not have wasted my life.  
 
THE QUESTION TO TAKE HOME FOR YOURSELVES IS:  WHAT AM I DOING IN MY 
CORNER OF THE WORLD TO WITNESS MY FAITH TO OTHERS AND TO DEFEND 
THE POOR AND LEFT-OUT? 
 
 
 
Leader:  Jesus says: “You must love the Lord your God with all your mind and all your soul and 
all your being, and you must love your neighbor as yourself.” 
   
All:  May I be at peace with my profession of faith that is witnessed in our world. 
 
May my heart remain open to the promptings of faith within me. 
 
May I realize the beauty of my own true nature that reveals faith. 
 
May I be healed of all that clouds the holy dignity within me and others. 
 
May I be a source of healing and change for this world because faith demands an action 
response. Amen. 
 
 
Go in peace! 
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