
Sunday, February 23, Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1: Leviticus 19: 1-2, 17-18  

• Key quote: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

• In the Old Testament, we find the first appearance of many of the teachings Jesus 

would emphasize in his ministry, including this very famous one. 

• This teaching calls us to see all people as our brothers and sisters, since we share 

the same heavenly father. What do we want for our biological family? A good life, 

with access to the material things they need to live — especially nutritious food.  

• When we learn that so many of our neighbors in South Jersey live without food se-

curity — 1 in 6 people overall, and 1 in 4 children — we must act. 
 

Reading 2: 1 Corinthians 3: 16-23 

• Key quote: “Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 

God dwells in you?” 

• Each person is a “temple of God”: a beautiful, unique work of art, fashioned by our 

Creator. 

• Because this is so, each person has fundamental human rights, which includes ac-

cess to enough food to live well. The fact that so many go hungry, and that over 3 

million children die from hunger each year, is not consistent with God’s dream for 

the world. Our faithFULL Food Drive is just one way we can respond to the scandal 

of hunger. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48 

• Key quote: “Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on one 

who wants to borrow.” 

• The message from Jesus is clear: to be his follower, we must give generously to 

those who are in need. Generosity is one of our defining Christian traits. 

OFFICE OF LIFELONG  

FAITH FORMATION 

faithFULL Food Drive 2014 

Tips for Preachers 

 



faithFULL Food Drive 2014: Sample Announcements  
 

If possible, please publish list of acceptable food items in the bulletin. 

This list can be found on the Save the Date in this packet, or at www.camdenfaithfull.com 

 

Bulletin/Pulpit Announcement for January 26 and February 2 and 9 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells us that whenever we feed the least of our brothers 

and sisters, we feed Jesus himself. At this time of the year, many food pantries find 

themselves with empty shelves while the requests for food are still great.  
 

In response, the Diocese of Camden is organizing a food drive called faithFULL.  

On Sunday, February 23, every parish and school in the diocese will be asked to bring 

food donations to area food banks. It is our hope that our faith communities will work 

together to collect more than 560,000 pounds of canned food items on February 23 — 

setting a world record for largest one-day food drive! For more information,  

contact your faith community’s food drive point person, and visit 

www.camdenfaithfull.com.  
 

Announcement for February 16 

Next week (February 23), we will be participating in the faithFULL Food Drive with 

parishes and schools across the Diocese of Camden. Our goal is to collect more than 

560,000 pounds of canned food to help our neighbors in need. Please see the bulletin 

for a list of acceptable food items, and bring your donations to Mass next week. Thank 

you for your generosity. 
 

Announcement for February 23 

This Sunday is the Diocese of Camden’s faithFULL Food Drive. Thank you for your 

generous support of our sisters and brothers who are hungry here in South 

Jersey. 1 in 6 South Jerseyans, and 1 in 4 children, suffer from food insecurity. Our 

“faithFULL” response is just one small way we are called to build the Kingdom of God 

here on Earth.    
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Weekend of January 26 

• For people around the world who go hungry in a world that has more than enough to 

feed everyone, we pray… 

• For our community of faith, that we might respond generously to the needs of our 

South Jersey sisters and brothers through the diocesan faithFULL food drive, we 

pray… 

Weekend of February 2 

• For farmers around the world, especially here in South Jersey, who work to  

 improve their harvests while preserving natural resources, that they may support 

 their families through the fruits of the land, we pray... 

• For our community of faith, that we do our part to preserve our natural  

 environment and be good stewards of the gifts God has given us, we pray… 

Weekend of February 9 

• For families in the Diocese of Camden who struggle to provide enough food to meet 

their families’ daily needs, that they may overcome the challenges of hunger and pov-

erty, we pray… 

• For our community of faith, may we deepen our relationship with Christ by  

 recognizing His face in the faces of our brothers and sisters in need, we pray… 

Weekend of February 16 

• For our elected leaders, that they might work to ensure a fairer distribution of the 

world’s abundant resources, we pray… 

• For the success of next week’s faithFULL diocesan food drive, and that our parish 

might be inspired to give generously, we pray… 

Weekend of February 23 

• For those who will benefit from today’s faithFULL Food Drive, that they might 

overcome the challenges of hunger and poverty, we pray… 

• In thanksgiving for the community agencies that support those who are hungry, 

especially the Food Bank of South Jersey, the Community FoodBank of New Jersey, 

and Diocese of Camden Catholic Charities, we pray... 
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